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SUBJECT: MADAGASCAR'S POPULATION POLICY 

1 . SUMMARY. WHILE MADAGASCAR HAS YET TO DEVELOP A COMPRE- 
HENSIVE POPULATION POLICY, THERE ARE SEVERAL INDICATIONS 
THAT ITS LEADERS RECOGNIZE THAT CONTINUED HIGH POPULATION 
GROWTH (ABOUT 2.6 PERCENT) IS A HINDRANCE TO ITS ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES. THIS SLOW EVOLUTION OF GOVERNMENT 
THINKING IS FRAGILE AND COULD EASILY BE RESERVED. END SUMMARY. 

2. MADAGASCAR'S POPULATION POLICY IS STILL IN A VERY EARLY 
STAGE. THERE EXISTS A SMALL BUT ACTIVE FAMILY PLANNING ORGA- 
NIZATION AS WELL AS A SMALL OFFICE OF PLANNING & STATISTICS 

IN THE MINISTRY OF POPULATION WHICH CONCERNS ITSELF WITH POPU- 
LATION POLICY MATTERS. HOWEVER, NEITHER OF THESE ORGANIZATIONS 
IS PERMITTED TO PROMOTE ANYTHING MORE THAN PARENTAL EDUCATION 
ON FAMILY PLANNING ON A VERY SMALL SCALE. STILL THERE ARE 
SEVERAL IMPROVEMENTS OVER THE SITUATION DURING THE TIME OF 
PRESIDENT TSIRANANA (1960/72) WHEN HE ACTIVELY PROMOTED FURTHER 
POPULATION OF MADAGASCAR ON THE GROUNDS THAT ITS GROSS POPU- 
LATION DENSITY IS ACTUALLY VERY SMALL. IGNORING THE HARD FACT 
THAT THE POPULATION PER EASILY- ARABLE LAND IS QUITE HIGH. 

3. RECENTLY, THERE HAVE BEEN SOME SMALL INDICATIONS THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT IS BECOMING AWARE OF THE IMPENDIMENT TO ECONOMIC 
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DEVELOPMENT CAUSED BY POPULATION GROWTH, AND SOME MOVEMENT 
TOWARDS AN EVOLVING POPULATION POLICY: A) IN AUG 77, THE FAMILY 
PLANNING ORGANIZATION CITED PARA 2 ABOVE RECEIVED GOVERNMENT 
EXEMPTION FOR IMPORT TAXES FOR MEDICINE AND EQUIPMENT. B) THE 
NEW INCOME TAX LAW RECENTLY ANNOUNCED, BUT NOT YET PUBLISHED, 

REMOVES SOME OF THE FORMER REDUCTIONS IN TAXES GRANTED TO TAX 
PAYERS FOR EACH DEPENDENT CHILD. WHEN ASKED IF THIS MEANT THE 
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GOVERNMENT WAS PROMOTING REDUCTION OF POPULATION GROWTH, THE 
MINISTER OF FINANCE & PLAN REPLIED THAT THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN 
A COUPLE HAS IS PURELY THE CHOICE OF THAT COUPLE AND NOT A MATTER 
FOR THE GOVERNMENT TO DECIDE. 

4. AS EMPHASIZED ABOVE, THESE DEVELOPMENTS ARE NO MORE THAN 
TENTATIVE FIRST STEPS TOWARD FULL GOVERNMENT RECOGNITION OF THE 
POPULATION GROWTH PROBLEM. THESE STEPS COULD EASILY BE REVERSED 
AND THEREFORE SHOULD NOT BE TAKEN TO REPRESENT MORE THAN THEIR 
FACE VALUE. SMITH 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POPULATION 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 20 jan 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978ANTANA00105 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780033-0217 

Format: TEL 

From: ANTANANARIVO 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 97801 42/aaaabjmb. tel 

Line Count: 72 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 762bc7e1-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 07 mar 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3744260 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MADAGASCARYS POPULATION POLICY 
TAGS: SPOP, MA 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/762bc7e1-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



